S/N: 09/877,967 



IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

Applicant: James G. Bedmgfiefd et aL Examiner: Daniel Jr„ Willie J 

Serial No.' 09/877,967 Group Art Unit: 2617 

Fifed: June 8,2001 Docket No.: 60027.01 03US01/BS 00241 

Title: System and Method for Providing a Simultaneous Ring Service for a Landine 
Telecommunications Unit and an Associated Wsreless Telecom munications 
Unit 



Mail Stop RCE 
Commissioner for Patents 
P.O.. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Dear Sir: 

AMENDMENT 

Applicants respectfully request entry of *he following RCE, Amendment, and 
remarks contained herein tn response to the Final Office Action mailed July 18, 2007 
Applicants respectfully submit that the amendment and remarks contained herein place 
the instant application in condition for allowance. 

Amendments to the Claims are reflected in the listing of claims In this papsr. 

Remarks/Arguments follow the amendment sections of this paper 
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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings of claims in Ihe 
application: 

listing Of Claims ; 

Please amend the claims as follows; 

1 , (Currently Amended) A system for providing a simultaneous ring service 
for a subscriber, comprising; 

a switch sn communication with a wired terminal having a first identifier and 
associated with the subscriber tor detecting a first terminating trigger specific to ihe 
service m response to an incoming communication to the wired terminal from a calling 
party, wherein the first terminating trigger is associated with the first identifier. 

a service controi point in communication with the switch for: 

determining, in response to detection of the first terminating trigger by the 

switch, whether the wired terminal and an associated wireless terminal of the 

subscriber are available, 

wireless terminal of the subscriber are available comprises, 

determining whether the wired terminal is available. 
determining whether the wireless terminal is available, and 

and 

~2- 
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determining if [[the]] §. calling party number matches [[the]] § subscriber 
wireless number stored at the service contra* point wherein if the calling parly 
number matches the subscriber voteless number the wireless terminal is deemed 
unavailable and if the calling party number does not match the wireless number 
the wireless terminal is deemed available; and 

a services node in communication with the switch for receiving the incoming 
communication trorn the switch when the serve© control point determines that both the 
wired terrriinai and the wireless terminal are available, and, in response thereto, for 
placing first and second outgoing communications 

therein the switch is further for routing the second outgoing communication to 
the wsred terminal and for detecting a second terminating lugger associated vt rth the 
wireless terminal >n response to *he first outgoing communication and 

wherein the service control point m response to detection of the second 
terminating trigger by the switch, is further tor interrogating a database for a second 
identitier associated with the wireless terminal and instructing the switch to route the 
first outgoing communication to the wireless terminal, wherein the services node ss 
further configured for placing the second outgoing communication a predetermined *ime 
period after placing the first outgoing communication,, and wb©re+n when the- wireless 
temvr«ai has tne vctoc* nwssac^ng system )he vfMO? messaging sv ft: tem w4i nn-t 3n«^fw 
feefo*-*? the- wired terminal -bssg^s -ntwig- 
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system, the second outing communication is placed before the first outgoing 
communcatson is answered by the voice messaging system 

2 t Previously Pi evented) The system of claim i wherein the services node" 

is further for: 

connecting the incoming communication to the wired terminal when the Wired 
terminal is answered before the wireless terminal and 

connecting the incoming communication to the wireless terminal when the 
wireless terminal is answered before the wired terminal 

3. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 2, wherein the services node 
is further for: 

dropping the first outgoing communication when the wired terminal is answered 
before the wireless terminal; and 

dropping the second outgoing communication when the wireless terminal is 
answered before the wired terminal.. 

4, (Previously Presented) The system of claim 3, wherein the service control 
point includes an associated database storing the second identifier associated with ihe 
wireless terminal, and wherein the services node is not for storing the second identifier 
associated with the wireless terminal 
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5. (Canceled) 

6. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 1, wherein the service control 
point is for determining whether the wired terminal is available by sending a query 
message to the switch requesting a status of the wired terminal. 

7 (Previously Presented) The system of claim 6 wherein the service control 
point ss for determining whether the wireless terminal is available by sending a query 
message to a home location register requesting the status of the Wireless terminal 

3. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 7, wherein the service control 
point is further for determining that the wireless terminal ss available when the home 
location register does not respond to the query message within a predetermined time 

period,. 

9, (Previously Presented) The system of claim 1 , wherein the service control 
point is further for instructing the switch to route the incoming communication to the 
wired terminal when the service control point determines that at least one of the wired 
terminal and the wireless terminal are not available, 
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10 (Currently Amended) A method for providing a -imuftaneaus ring service 
for e subscriber, comprising: 

detecting an incoming conim inicalion from a calling p^rty to a wired terminal 
associated with a first identifier that is associated with the subscriber from a first 
terminating trigger assoc ated with the first identifier, 

determining, in response to detection of the incoming communication, whether 
the wsred terminal and an associated wireless terminal of the subscriber are available^ 
wherein determining whether the wired terminal and the wireless terminal nf the 
subscriber are available comprises, 



determining whether the wi 



ired terminal is available, 



^term in ing whether jhewi 



oeWm n ng whether treWi 



irMess ter^ 



re ess terminal has a voice messaging system 



in resp .nse *o determining that the wireless terminal Is available; 

determining if [[the]] a calling party number matches a subscriber wireless 
number, wherein a directory number for the wireless terminal is stored at a service 
control point; 

placing first and second outgoing communications when both the wired terminal 
and the wireless terminal are available^ 

wherein placing the first and second outgoing communications includes placing 
the first outgoing communication a predetermined time period before placing the second 
outgoing communication wh©F@in4tm-f>fed@t@frwned4im 
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wh.ere.ia.if.te 

system, the second outing co^Hiun;catio^ is . placed before foe first outgoing 

communication is answered by the vo>ce messaging system 

routing the second outgoing communication to foe wired term,n3i 

detecting a second terminating trigger associated with the wreiess temimal in 

response to the first outgoing communication: and 

rout*ng m response to detect <on or the second terminating trigger the hrst 

communication to the wireless terminal wrw-em w^*&frvwr**e6&temw^bas-a voice- 

messaging svslero the wtce messaging system w% not answer before- the. wwed 



1 1 (Previously Presented) The method of claim 10, further comprising; 

connecting the incoming communication to the wired terminal when th<* wired 
terminal is answered before the wireless terminal, and 

connecting the incoming communication to the wireless terminal when the 
wireless terminal is dnswered before the yndlme telecommunications unsL 

12. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 1 1 , further comprising: 
dropping the first outgoing communication when the wired terminal is answered 

before the wireless terminal; and 

dropping the second outgoing communication when the wireless terminal is 

answered before the wired terminal. 
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13. (Canceled) 

14. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 10. wherein determining 
whether the wired terminal is available includes sending a query message requesting a 
status of the wired terminal. 

15 (Previously Presented) The method of claim 14, wherein determining 
whether the wireless terminal is available includes sending a query message to a home 
location register requesting a status of the wireless terminal, 

16 (Previously Presented) The method cf claim 15 wherein determining 
whether the wifeless temnridl is available includes determining that the wireless temnnai 
is available when the home location register does not respond to the quer> message 
within a predetermined time period, 

1 7. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 10, further comprising 
routing the incoming communication to the wired terminal when it is determined that at 
least one of the wired terminal and the wireless terminal are not available. 

18. (Currently Amended) A system for providing 3 simultaneous ring service 
for a subscriber, comprising: 

means for detecting an incoming communication from a calling party using a 
calling party terminal to a wired terminal associated with a first identifier that is 
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associated with the subscriber from a first terminating trigger associated with the first 
identifier: 

programmable determination means for determining . in response to detection of 
the incoming communication, whether the wired terminal and an associated wireless 
terminal of the subscriber are available, wherein programmab le determ«nat«on m eans 
for determining whether the wired terminal and the wireless terminal of the subscriber 

program mabfe. deter m inatiQn. means for deter m in ma whether the wired 
terminahs .available, 

programmable determination means for determining whether the wireless 
!grri?.fMLis.ayajiabje, - and 

programmable deform nation means for determining whether the wifeless, 
terminal has a vosce messaging system in response to determining that the 
wireless terminal is available: 

programmable determination means for determining, in response to detection of 
the incoming communication, whether an identifier associated with the calling party is 
identical to an identifier of the wireless terminal of the subscriber, the wireless terminal 
being associated with the wired terminal configured to receive the incoming 
communication from the calling party wherein the wireless terminal and the calling party 
terminal are the same terminal when the identifier associated with the calling party is 
identical to the identifier of the wireless terminal, wherein the identifier of the wireless 
terminal of the subscriber Is stored in a service control point, wherein when the identifier 
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associated with the calling party does not match the identifier of the wireless terminal 
the wireless terminal ts deemed available: 

programmable service means for placing first and second outgoing 
communications when both the wired terminal and the wireless terminal are available 
and when the calling parly identifier is not identical to the wireless terminal identifier^ 
wherein, if the wireless terminal is determined to have the voice messaging system, the 

answered by the voice messaging system ; 

switching means for routing the second outgoing communication to the wired 
terminal; 

means for detecting a second terminating tngger associated with the wireless 
terminal in response to the first outgoing communication and 

meam tor detec^g vvfter^fei W4retes<* tewHnat has a vo$e@-m©«sag*n0 system. 

a»d 

switching means for routing *n response to detection of the second terminating 
tngger, the first communication to the wireless terminal wherein- when the wireless 
term >nal h^ss the voice message &y stem the- voice message* system w4 not -answer 
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IS (Previously Presented) The system of claim 18, wherein the 
programmable service means further include 

programmable switching means for connecting the incoming communication to 
the wired terminal when the wired terminal is answered before the wireless terminal, 
and 

programmable switching means Kr connecting the incoming communication to 
the \ 'sroies? twrevna! whon the wireless tormnal is answoTd botore the wired tetmmai 

20 t Previously Presented) The system of claim »y *neiem the 
programmaote service means further incluae: 

programmable meens for dropping the first outgoing communica'icn when the 
wired te nwial is answered befose the wireless terr unal and 

crogrammaDS means tor dropping th** second utgeng communs ation w^en the 
wireless terminal is answered before the wired terminal 

21 . (Original) The system of claim 18, wherein the programmable service 
means for placing the first and second outgoing communications includes 
programmable service means for placing the first outgoing communication a 
predetermined time period before placing the second outgoing communication, 
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22 (Previously Presented) The system of claim 18, wherein the 
programmable means for determining whether the wired terminal is available includes 
programmable means for sending a query message requesting a status of the wired 
terminal. 

23. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 22, wherein the 
programmable means for determining whether the wireless terminal is available 
includes programmable means sending a query message to a home location register 
requesting a status of the wireless terminal, 

24. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 23 wherein the 
programmable means for determining whether the wireless terminal is available 
includes programmable means for determining that the wireless terminsi is available 
when the home location register does not respond to the query message within a 
predetermined time period. 

25. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 18. further comprising 
switching means for routing the incoming communication to the wired terminal when it is 
determined that at least one of Hie wired terminal and the wireless terminal are not 
available. 
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26 (Currently Amended) A computer readable medium having stored thereon 
computer-executable instructions for causing a computer to perform a method of 
providing a simultaneous ring service for a subscriber the method comprising: 

detecting an incoming communication from a calling party to a wired terminal 
associated with a first identifier that is associated with the subscriber from a first 
terminating trigger associated with the first identifier; 

dete 'minsng. 'n response to detection of the incoming communication, whether 
the wired terminal and an associated wireless terminal of the subscriber are available^ 
wherein determining whether the wared terminal and the wireless terminal of the 
subscriber are available comprises, 

de^emiiningwhetherjhe w 

oeWm n n& whethe tre wire ess terminal is ava ilable and 
determining whether the wireless terminal has a voice messaging system 
m response to determining that the wireless terminal is available, 
determining if [[the]] a calling party number matches a subscriber wireless 
number, wherein a directory number for the wireless terminal is stored at a service 
control posnt; 

placing first and second outgoing communications when both the wired terminal 
and the wireless tsrmmaE are available^ 

wherein placing the first and second outgoing communications includes 
placing the first outgoing communication a predetermined time period before 
placing the second outgoing communication^. 
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wherein the predetermined time period is configured to cause the wired 
terminal and the wireless terminal to begin ringing within 3 seconds of each 
other , and 

•^essayin^ syste >< the seco A 1 ou*ja ns co nation ts pl aced before the first 
outgoing communication is answered by the voice messaging system ; 
routing the second outgoing communication to the wired terminal; 
detecting a second terminating trigger associated with the wireless terminal in 
response to the firsl outgoing communication; and 



routing, in response to detection of the second terminating trigger, the first 
communication to the wireless te rm in al rW^efe»Twtwvfeew^ 

i&rw+nal-fe@§4n«--4«§ln§. 



27. (Previously Presented) The computer readable medium of claim 26, the 
method further comprising: 

connecting the incoming communication to the wired terminal when the wired 
terminal is answered before the wireless »erminal, and 

connecting the incoming communication to the wireless terminal when the 
wireless terminal is answered before the wired terminal 
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28 (Prevouly Presented The computer readable medium of claim 27, th„ 
method further comprising: 

dropping th v ftrst outgoing communication when the wired terminal is answered 
before the wireless terminal: and 

dropping the seco id outgoing conir iur sc-tton when the wi ele:s ten run* I is 
answered before the wired terminal. 

29. (Canceled) 

30 (Previou-iy Presented) The computer readable medium of claim 26, 
wherein th© first identifier comprises at least a first telephone number and wherein the 
second identifier comprises at least a second telephone number that is different from 
th© at teas! a first telephone number. 

31 . (Previously Presented) The system of claim 1 , wherein the first identifier 
comprises at least a first telephone number and wherein the second identifier comprises 
at least a second telephone number thai is different from the at least a first telephone 
number. 

32. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 10. wherein the first identifier 
comprises at least a first telephone number and wherein the second identifier comprises 
at least a second telephone number that is different from the at teast a first telephone 
number. 
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33 (Previously Presented) The system of claim 18 wherein the first identifier 
comprises at least a first telephone number and wherein the second identifier comprises 
at least a second teie phone number that is different from the at feast a first telephone 
number. 
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REMARKS 

In response to the Final Office Action dated July IS, 2007, Applicants respectfully 
request reconsideration based on the above claim amendments and the following 
remarks. Applicants respectfully submit that the claims as presented are In condition for 
allowance. Reconsideration of the present application Is respectfully requested in view 
of the following remarks. Prior to entry of this response, Claims 1 ~4, 6-12, 14-28, and 
30-33 were pending in the application, of which Claims 1. 10, 18, and 26 are 
independent In the Final Office Action, Claims 1-4. 8-12, 14-28, and 30-33 were 
rejected under 35 U S C. §1 03(a) Following this response. Claims 1 -4, 6-12, 14-28, 
and 30-33 remain in this application. Applicants hereby address the Examiner's 
rejections in turn. 

I. Rejection of Claims Under 35 U S.C § 1 03(a) 

In the Final Office Action, *he Examiner rejected Claims 1-4, 6-12. 14-28 and 30- 
33 under 35 U S C- § 103(a) as being unpatentable over U.S. Pat. No. 5,963,864 
("ONeif) in view of U.S. Pat, No. 6.894, o<M ( K Knoerie ). Claims 1,10. 18. and 26 have 
been amended, and Applicants respectfully submit that the amendments overcome this 
rejection and add no new matter. 

Amended Ciasm 1 is patentably distinguishable over the cited art for at least »he 
reason that it recites, for example, "wherein determining whether the wired terminal and 
the wireless terminal of the subscriber are available comprises, determining whether the 
wired terminal is available, determining whether the wireless terminal §s available, and 
determining whether the wireless terminal has a. voice messaging system in response to 
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determining that the wireless terminal is available/' and ''wherein, if the wireless terminal 
is determined to have the voice messaging system, the second outgoing communication 
is placed before the first outgoing comrnunratson is answered by the voice messaging 
system " Amended Claims 10, 18, and 26 each includes a similar recitation. Support 
for these amendments can be found in the specification at least on page 4. lines 5 8 
and page 5, (tries 11-14. 

Consistent with embodiments of the invention, once a switch detects an incoming 
call, a service control point may execute a series of verifications (See specification, 
page 4, lines 5-6,) The service control point may verify whether a subscribers land line 
tel -communications unit and a subscriber's wireless telecommunications unit are 
available. (See specification, page 4. lines 7-8.) Accordingly attempts to reach a 
subscriber's wireless unit are only r lade whe i the \ 'iretess unit is available (See 
specification, page 5, lines 11-12 ) As a result, in situations where the subscriber" s 
vireiess telecommunications unit has a voce messaging system, the voice messaging 
system will not answer before the lanliine telecommunications unit rings {See 
specification, page 5, iines 12-14} 

In contrast, 0 We/7 at least does not disclose the aforementioned re~.it -»tions. For 
example, O'Neil discloses a system and method for providing telecommunication 
e/tension services *o a subscriber uni* (See abstract, lines 1-2.) O'N&t's method for 
telecomm^nicati .n extension services comprises a check to de f ermine whether an 
appropriate wireless unit is available for communication {See col 29, lines 23-24 } If 
the wireless unit is not available, then O'N&f provides conventional telecommunications 
services to the subscriber unit {See col, 29, lines 25-27.) However, if the check in 
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O'Neii determines that the wireless unit is available ringing is provided to the wireless 
unit and a corresponding wireline unit. (See col, 23, lines 29-31 .) No where in O'Neil 
does it disclose determining whether the Wireless terminal has a voice messaging 
system in response to determining that the wireless terminal is available. Furthermore, 
0 We// can not teach or suggest a second outgoing communication being placed before 
a first outgnmg communication is answered by a voice messaging system because 
Q'Neit remains completely silent regarding voice messaging system determination. 
Rather. Q'Netl provides ringing to a wireline and wireless unit without voice messaging 
system detection. 

Furthermore, Knoen'e does not overcome 0' Neil's deficiencies. Knoerie 
discloses a simultaneous ringing service to a plurality of customer premises equipment 
(See Abstract lines 1-2 } In Knoerie a centralized database of subscriber information 
and a service node is utilized to make multiple outbound calls from the service node to 
multiple telephone lines assigned to a subscriber, {See Abstract, lines 3-6,) Inbound 
calls to a primary subscriber wireline are Intercepted and Knoerfe's simultaneous ringing 
service is implemented. (See Abstract, lines 7-10 ) For example, the subscriber in 
Knoen'e may designate two different wireless lines and two other virehnes to receive 
simultaneous ringing, (See col, 5, lines 44-46.) When Knoerfe's simultaneous ringing 
service receives a call, it sets a plurality of call timers {Se° col 5, lines 53-54 ) 
Accordingly, a CalMTimer is set to the maximum time allowed for Kme;1e : $ 
simultaneous ringing service to operate (See col 5, lines 55-57 ) In Knoerie if the 
CairTimer expires before any secondary lines are answered, the received call is 
connected to the primary subscriber wireline. (See col 5, lines 58-60.) Nowhere in 
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hnoefle Joe" *t disclose determining whether the vtreLss terminal has a voice 
messaging system in response to determining that the wireless terminal is a\.a«labte 
Furthermore Ktxere can not tea v h or suggest ^ se -end outgoing communication being 
placed befce 3 first cut gang communication is answered by a voice messaging system 
beca-.re K' oeiie remains completely -iieit regarding »oic messaging sy -»em 
determination Rather k oeti* $ simuitaneo s riming service places outgoing calls 
based on call timers rather than voice messaging syston detection 

Combining 0 \>e.t with A no >ie would not ha leJ to the claimed invention 
Dec^usb' 0 \&: dnd v?oef/e, either individually ot >n combination at least does not 
wherein determining whether the vtred terminal and the wit "less terminal of the 
subscriber are available comprises determining whether the wired terminal is available 
deter ors*n<t g whether the wireless tetminal ts available, and determining whether the 
vt ireiess terminal has a vose^ messaging system in respon e to determining that the 
\ ireiess terminal >s avaiiabie and \ 'herein if the wuesess terminal <s determined to 
have the voi> e messaging systems the second ou'g^ng communication is placed before 
the tvst outgoing communication is an.werea by the voice messaging s> stem a. 
* cited bv amended Claim 1 Amended Claims 10 1 » and 26 each includes a similar 
secitation Accordingly ^dependent Claims 1 10 18 and ?6 each patentabiv 
distinguishes the present >i vention over the cited ait and Applicai ts respectfully 
request vt ithdrqvval of this rejection of C =a-rns 1 10 18 and 26 

Ce^endent Claims 2-4 1 M: 14-1 T 19-_5 ' 7-' S and 30-33 are also 
allowable at least fa the reason: described above regarding ind" pendent Claims 1 10 
18 and 26 and b> virtue the^r respective dependencies upon independent Claims 1 
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10, 18. and 28, Accordingly. Applicants respectfully request withdrawal of this rejection 
of dependent Claims 2-4. 8-9. 11-12. 14-17 19-25, 27-28, and 30-33. 

H- Conclusion 

In view of the foregoing remarks. Applicants respectfully request the 
reconsideration and reexamination of this application and the timely allowance of the 
pending claims. The preceding arguments are based only on the arguments in the Final 
Office Action, and therefore do not address patentable aspects of the invention that 
were not addressed by the Examiner in the Final Office Action The claims may include 
other elements that are not shown, tauqhf, or suggested by the cited art. Accordingly, 
the preceding argument ir favor of patentability Is advanced without prejudice to other 
bases of patentability Furthermore, the Final Office Action contains a number of 
statements reflecting characterizations of the related art and the claims. Regardless of 
whether any su^h statement is identified herein. Applicants decline fo automatically 
subscribe to any statement or characterization in the Final Office Action. 

Please grant any extensions of time required to enter this response and charge 

any additional required fees to our deposit account 1 3-2725, 

Respectfully submitted. 
MERCHANT & GOULD P.O. 

P,0.. 8ox2903 

Minneapolis. MN 55402-0903 

404.954.5066 

/D. Kent Stier/ 

Date: September 26, 2007 

5.. Kent Stier 
Reg No 50,640 

DKS:YEmdc ________ 
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